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WHITTIER COLLEGE 
112TH COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

"Hail to the coming singers! Hail to the brave light-bringers! 
Forward / reach and share, all that they sing and dare." 
—John Greenleaf Whittier 
PRELUDE 
Three Dances - Tylman Susato 
Ronde-Saltarel-Pa van 
Magnificat Pr/mi Toni - Johann Pachelbel 
Music for Queen Mary II - Henry Purcell 
Marc h-A nthem-Canzona 
Canzona per Sonare No. 1: La Spritata - Giovanni Gabrieli 
PROCESSIONAL 
Pomp and Circumstance - Sir Edward Elgar 
Arranged by Stephen Billington 
INVOCATION 
Joanne Hash, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
and Leader in Soka Gakkai International-USA 
WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE 
Sharon D. Herzberger, Ph.D. 
WELCOME FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES & 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Alan H. Lund '71, Chairman of the Board 
RECOGNITION OF THE FACULTY & 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE 2015 NERHOOD 




THE CONFERRING OF THE HONORARY DEGREE 
President Herzberger 
Presentation of the Honorable Eric M. Garcetti 
Natale Zappia, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of History 
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Eric M. Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles 
THE CONFERRING OF DEGREES 
Presentation of Master of Arts Candidates 
Presentation of Bachelor of Arts Candidates 
Charlotte G. Borst, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs 
& Dean of Faculty 
CHARGE TO THE CLASS OF 2015 
President Herzberger 
SCHOOL SONG - "FRIENDS FOREVER" 
Whittier College Vocal Ensemble 
RECESSIONAL 
Trumpet Tune - Henry Purcell 
Solemn Music - Walter S. Hartley 
Prelude-Anthem-Postlude 
MARSHALS 
Michael J. McBride, Ph.D., Mace Bearer 
Lorinda B. Camparo, Ph.D. 
Erica Fradinger, Ph.D. 
Paul Kjellberg, Ph.D. 
Seamus Lagan, Ph.D. 
Deborah L. Norden, Ph.D. 
David I. Paddy, Ph.D. 
Brian A. Reed, M.F.A. 
Patricia A. Van Oosbree, Ph.D. 
(The audience is requested to remain seated until the faculty and 
graduates have exited.) 
Eric Garcetti is the 42nd Mayor 
of Los Angeles. His "back to 
basics" agenda is focused 
on job creation and solving 
everyday problems for L.A. 
residents. 
Garcetti was elected four 
times by his peers to serve as 
President of the Los Angeles 
City Council from 2006 to 2012. 
From 2001 until taking office 
as Mayor, he served as the 
Councilmember representing 
the 13th District which includes 
Hollywood, Echo Park, Silver 
Lake, and Atwater Village—all 
of which were dramatically 
revitalized under Garcetti's 
leadership. 
Garcetti was raised in the San Fernando Valley and earned his 
B.A. and M.A. from Columbia University. He studied as a Rhodes 
Scholar at Oxford and the London School of Economics and taught 
at Occidental College and USC. A fourth generation Angeleno, he 
and his wife, Amy Elaine Wakeland, have a young daughter. He is a 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy reserve and is an avid jazz pianist and 
photographer. 
FRIENDS FOREVER 
Hail to thee, dear Whittier, 
Home of friends forever; 
Thou art virtuous, Whittier, 
In thy high endeavor. 
Now we charge thee, Whittier, 
Home where peace and truth are nourished. 
Grant to youth thy spirit till 
hopes and dreams have fully flourished. 
Forward ever, Whittier; 
Falter never, Whittier; 
Friends forever, Whittier; 
Alma mater Whittier 
Music by Margaretha Lohmann, Professor of Music, based on 
Gaudeamus Igitur, C.W. Kindeleben, c. 1781 
Words adapted from Professor of English Herbert Harris and 
Professor of History Marjorie Harris. 
&' 
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CANDIDATES FOR MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE 
Michael Ricardo Amarilla 
BA., Whittier College 
Tasman Alf Backer 
B.A., California State University, 
Long Beach 
Christopher Andrew Beville 
B.S., University of California, Davis 
t§ Liana Kim Cadena 
B.A., California State University, 
Los Angeles 
Melissa Marie Campos 
B.A., Whittier College 
Stephanie Patricia Carmona 
B.A., Whittier College 
t Joshua Trevor Carter 
B.A., Whittier College 
Lucas Benjamin Corigliano 
BA., B.S., Whitworth University 
t§ Craig Stephen Davis 
BA., California State University, 
San Marcos 
t Nicholas Philip Delgado 
B.A., Whittier College 
§ Susan Byfield England 
B.S., Presbyterian College 
§ Elizabeth Esquivel 
B.A., California State University, 
Long Beach 
t Cameron Jules Faust Silvas 
B.S., California State University, 
San Bernardino 
t Catherine Rose Flores 
BA., Whittier College 
§ John Joseph Gabriel 
BA., New England College 
§ Allen R. Johnson 
B.A., Whittier College 
Leila Kim Jung 
B.A., California State University, 
Long Beach 
t§ Arutyun Kadyan 
B.A., California State University, 
Fullerton 
§ Janice S. Kim 
B.A., University of California, Irvine 
Ryan William Kirkpatrick 
B.A., Whittier College 
t Victoria Rosalia Larios 
BA., Whittier College 
t Morley Liu 
B.A., California State University, 
Fullerton 
§ James Francis Lotti 
B.A., Whittier College 
t Alexander Demitrios Mitchell 
B.A., Whittier College 
Andrea Estrada 
B.A., Whittier College 
Kashima Andrea Patridge 
B.A., Whittier College 
Chelsea Anna Pomfret 
B.A., Whittier College 
t Arnie Victoria Praefke 
B.A., California State University, 
San Marcos 
t Raul Jay Proano 
B.S., University of Phoenix 
t Lillian Ruvalcaba 
B.A., California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona 
t Stephen Jonathan Santos 
B.A., Whittier College 
§ Wendy Jane Steger-Dodds 
BA., Whittier College 
Renee Lea TelIez 
BA., Whittier College 
Andrea Christina Valdivia 
BA., California State University, Long 
Beach 
t Amanda Elizabeth Weed 
B.A., Whittier College 
t Brenda E. Zavala 
BA., California State University, 
Fullerton 
t=Anticipated Graduation §=ln Absentia 
WHITTIER COLLEGE CLASS OF 2015 
CANDIDATES FOR BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE 







* Alyssa 0. Adame 
Business Administration 
La Quinta, California 
Joshua Adame 
Business Administration 
Bell Gardens, California 
Shelden Punahele Tetsuya Agbayani 
Business Administration 
'Aiea, Hawai'i 
Laura Gabriela Aguayo 
Environmental Science 
Environmental Studies 
Bell Gardens, California 
Ameena Ahmed 
Psychology 




j: Stephanie Nicole Alcala 
Environmental Science 
Hacienda Heights, California 
Misty Raye Alcon 
History 
Upland, California 
Sarah Nicole Aldama 
Psychology 
Whittier, California 
Melissa Alexandra Alfieri 
Child Development 
Whittier, California 
t Jon Edward Alioto 
Political Science 
Business Administration 
San Bruno, California Chloe 
Jean Alpert 
English 
New York, New York 
Angela Renee Alvarez 
Child Development 
Pico Rivera, California 
Jonathan G. Alvarez 
Organizational Development 
Montebello, California 
Tino Alberto Alvarez 
Business Administration 
Bell Gardens, California 
Andrew Montano Anda 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Temple City, California 
Michael Onimisi Anda 
Narrative Filmmaking 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
t Thomas Edward Andrews 
Environmental Science 
Tustin, California 
Jacqueline Miyuki Arelliano 
Environmental Science 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 
1 Amanda Ashley Argueta 
Religious Studies 
Pico Rivera, California 
Marco Aurelio Armienta 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Hacienda Heights, California 






*t Rosalie Kae Atkinson 
English 
Alameda, California 
Gevork Nicky Atoyari 
Biology 
Whittier, California 
Ricardo Ayon Jr. 
Chemistry 
El Centro, California 
*1:  Katherine J. Back 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Culver City, California 
Cruz Mario Baez 
Business Administration 
Montebello, California 
t Lauren Celia Bailey 
Anthropology-Sociology 
San Jose, California 
t Javier Francisco Banuelos 
Spanish 
Business Administration 
Los Angeles, California 
j: Nikolai-Philippe Barkats 
English 
Washington, DC 
Brina Lee Barlow 
Business Administration 
Las Vegas, Nevada 




''4 Grace Marie Battista 
Sociology 
Erie, Colorado 
* Lily S. Baxter 
Art 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Nicolas James Beavers 
Mathematics 
Long Beach, California 
Evelyn Beguiristain 
Business Administration 
Paradise Valley, Arizona 




Nathan Thomas Blaikie 
Global Sports Marketing 
Whittier, California 
§ Geoffrey Booker 
Economics 
Whittier, California 
Karen Kayla Boulter 
Psychology 
Whittier, California 
Dana Elizabeth Brems 
Environmental Science 
Biology 
San Diego, California 
§ Ryan Louis Brunansky 
Psychology 
Poway, California 





Lone Tree, Colorado 
Zachery Tyler Burrell 
Environmental Studies 
Lodi, California 
Rashad Quentin Butler 
Modern European Studies 
Long Beach, California 
t Alexandra Gray Butorovich 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Garden Grove, California 
t Alonso Mauro Caballero 
Social Work 
Woodburn, Oregon 
t Madlelynn Kathleen Caballero 
Psychology 
Whittier, California 
Ashlyn Elisabeth Canchola 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
La Verne, California 
Gregory Andrew Carlson 
Business Administration 
Weston, Massachusetts 




'=Cum Laude **=Magna  Cum Laude ***=Summa  Cum Laude 
=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=ln Absentia 
Belinda Carrillo 
Psychology 
San Jose, California 
§ Justin Ryan Carter 
Sociology 
Temecula, California 
Nicholas Carlos Casarez 
Biology 
Montebello, California 
Marguerite Isabel Castaneda 
Psychology 
La Mirada, California 
Kyle Joseph Catino 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Lake Forest, California 
Benjamin Pear Cerami 
Business Administration 
Berkeley, California 
Geri-Lynn Marie Cesar 
Feminist Spiritualities 
Rancho Cordova, California 
:1: Daniel Chavez 
English 
West Covina, California 
Megan Hikina Chock 
Political Science 
Lihue, Hawaii 
t Charles Renato Cienfuegos 
Political Science 
Downey, California 
Hope Gabrielle Cohen 
Biology 
Los Angeles, California 
t Robert James Colter 
Political Science 
Sociology 
Fair Oaks, California 
j: Halley Michal Cook 
Global & Cultural Studies 
Littleton, Colorado 
William Benjamin Coombs 
Music 
Temple City, California 
Eben Arthur Cooper 
Business Administration 
Manhattan, New York 
t Lara Virginia Cornelius 
Business Administration 
Denver, Colorado 
t Sloane Lindsay Cosens 
Business Administration 
Bellevve, Washington 
Daniel Aaron Cowell 
Environmental Studies 
Monrovia, California 
t Spencer Dale Crews 
Chinese 
Tustin, California 
Robert Martin Cristo 
Political Science 
History 
Los Angeles, California 
Tyler Joseph Crough 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Fresno, California 
Xiomara Elizabeth Cruz 
Social Work 
Los Angeles, California 
Jose Cuen 
Political Science 
Santa Fe Springs, California 
Jose Jaime Cueva 
Social Work 
Whittier, California 
Mercedez Marie Cundiff 
Business Administration 
Rowland Heights, California 
t Foster Sutton Cunningham 
Business Administration 
Economics 
San Anselmo, Calilfornia 
Sara Marie Czworniak 
Social Work 
Chine Hills, California 
Max Dahut 
Philosophy 
Valley Village, California 
Filip Dajkovich 
Business Administration 
Temple City, California 
Sarah Riad Daoudi 
Biology 
La Habra, California 
Freshteh Diane Davari 
Biology 
Houston, Texas 
***i:  Karri Ann Davis 
Theatre & Communications Arts 
English 
Suffield, Connecticut 
Gabriel Antonio De Alba 
Business Administration 
Bell Gardens, California 
t Celia Marianne De Haro 
Child Development 
Whittier, California 




t Jacob Alexander De La Torre 
Business Administration 
Montebello, California 






Justin David Dennis 
Writing Worlds 
Sammamish, Washington 
Danielle Julinne Deocampo 
Biology 
Whittier, California 
Lucas John dePinna 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Portland, Oregon 
Christopher Wayne DePriest 
Business Administration 
Phoenix, Arizona 
4: Monica Jay DeShay 
Music 
Oakland, California 
4: Chloe Priscilla Diaz 
Theatre & Communications Arts 
Spanish 
Los Angeles, California 




:1: Katryna Jolie Dillard 
Theatre & Communications Arts 
Sociology 
San Bruno, California 
t Nicholas Ryan Dolan 
Business Administration 
Denver, Colorado 
§ DaeI Duenas 
Business Administration 
Whittier, California 
Hazel Ann Duran 
Chemistry 
La Crescenta, California 
Carlos Duran-Velasco 
History 
San Francisco, California 
Nicole Maria Eckloff 
Art 
Whittier, California 
t Natalie Wilker Edelman 
Health Culture & Community Advocacy 
Fremont, California 
t Sabrena Rakel Edwards 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Los Angeles, California 
Joshua Robert Ehinger 




Los Angeles, California 
Meagan Elizabeth Elizondo 
Political Science 
Economics 
Los Angeles, California 
Matthew Scott Emrick 
Biochemistry 
Elizabethown, Kentucky 
Joshua John Carl EnRico 
Business Administration 
Norwalk, California 
*=Cum Laude  **=Magna  Cum Laude ***=Summa  Cum Laude 
=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=ln Absentia 
Mauricio Luis Escobar 
Integrative Perspectives on Leadership 
South El Monte, California 
:1: Victoria Theresa Esquer 
Theatre & Communications Arts 
Whittier, California 
Joseph Taylor Evans 
Business Administration 
El Cajon, California 
Matthew Evans 
Environmental Science 
Bury St. Edmunds, England 
t§ Mohamed Kabirr Faal, II 
Environmental Studies 
Ontario, California 
Leandro Copeland Fefer 
Multimedia Communication 
Seattle, Washington 
t Kyle Ryan Feuerhelm 
Environmental Science 
Redwood City, California 
Haylee Kristine Finnerty 
Business Administration 
Roseville, California 
Alexandra Cecilia Flores 
Psychology 
Santa Fe Springs, California 
Jose Daniel Flores Aguilar 
Anthropology-Sociology 
El Cajon, California 
t Bea Fonseca 
Feminist Studies as Liberation 
North Hollywood, California 
Evelyn Janelle Foster 
Business Administration 
Houston, Texas 
** Craig Tyler Frantz 
English 
La Habra, California 
Christiana Charisse Frisby 
Transcultural Media Studies 
Rancho Cucamonga, California 
t Joseph Dominique Gabriel 
Digital Marketing 
San Rafael, California 
t Jason Robert Gage 
Art 
Hesperia, California 
t Idalia Guadalupe Gaitan 
Social Work 








Amanda Kristine Garcia 
Social Welfare Policy 
Downey, California 
Monica Renee Garcia 
Social Work 
Santa Fe Springs, California 
Noelle Anais Garcia 
Sociology 
Whittier, California 
t Sofia Perez Garcia 
Environmental Science 
Bonita, California 
Hallie Daye Gayle 
English 
Fort Worth, Texas 
§ Melissa Tantely Gaylord Ratsimbaz 
Global & Cultural Studies 
Tana, Madagascar 
''i Sophia Marie Genovese 
Political Science 
Global & Cultural Studies 
Carson, California 
Marco Polo Godinez 
Environmental Science 
Spanish 
Thousand Oaks, California 
*4 Maximilian Benjamin Goldman 
Political Science 
History 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Matthew Alexander Gonzalez 
Business Administration 
Downey, California 
Anne HaiQi Goodman 
East Asian Studies 
Los Altos Hills, California 
Stella Grace Gordon 
Music 
Evergreen, Colorado 
** Bo London Gould 
Environmental Studies 
Whittier, California 
Austin Thomas Green 
Sports Marketing 
Upland, California 
Tyler Allen Greenup 
Business Administration 
Hacienda Heights, California 
*** Faith Schuyler Grimes 
French 
Glendale, California 
Devin James-Francis Guthrie 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Huntington Beach, California 
Alyse Marie Gutierrez 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 








:1: Hugo Alberto Guzman 
Political Science 
Whittier, California 
t Martha Cristina Guzman 
Social Work 
Bell Gardens, California 
Kimberley Dana Halisted 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Palo Alto, California 
Natalie Gabriela Halvorsen Herrera 
Business Administration 
Carmichael, California 
Keaton Andrew Hardwick 
Psychology 
Kalispell, Montana 




Katie Christine Heard 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
La Habra, California 
1 Zoe Hemenway 
Child Development 
Middlebury, Vermont 
Thomas Patrick Hemington 
English 
Sacramento, California 





Los Angeles, California 
Lucia Hernandez 
Child Development 
Bell Gardens, California 
** Lauren Shui Ho 
Business Administration 
Alhambra, California 
Kurt Robert Holzmuller 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Brentwood, California 
Lisa M. Horn 
Biology 
Lakewood, California 
t James Daniel-Kapo'o Hoomalu 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
La Mirada, California 
Jennifer Huchim 
Social Work 
La Puente, California 




=Gum Laude *=Magna  Gum Laude ***=Summa  Gum Laude 
t=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=In Absentia 
§ Thomas R. Hyden 
Business Administration 
Melbourne, Australia 
Mario Alberto Ibarra 
English 
Pico Rivera, California 
** Kahn Alysse Ibrahim-Bartley 
Social Work 
Berkeley, California 
Rachel Taeko lnouye 
Biology 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 
***i:  Alison Elizabeth Jackman 
Environmental Science 
Wilbraham, Massachusetts 
t Terrence Joseph Jacob 
Environmental Science 
Springfield, Pennsylvania 
*1:  Eesha Vinay Jagtap 
Psychology 




*i:  Courtney Alyssa Jensen 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Burbank, California 
j: Jonathan Anthony Jimenez 
Anthropology-Sociology 
Los Angeles, California 
:J: Kenneth Anthony Jimenez 
Political Science 
Whittier, California 
Tia'shay Lugine Johnson 
Social Work 
Oceanside, California 
Takara La'Sherrie Jones 
Psychology 
Los Angeles, California 
1: Tera Nicole Alohilani Kaholoaa-
Moody 
Psychology 
Kapa' au, Hawaii 
Megan Sara Kamayatsu 
Social Work 
Whittier, California  
Nathaniel Schwartz Kamiya 
English 
Berkeley, California 
1: Michelle Lauren Kearney 
English 
Hacienda Heights, California 
Joshua J. Keh 
Music in Film 
Hong Kong, China 
Bryson Kainoa Koichi Kihara 
Business Administration 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 
Joshua Minahn Kim 
Mathematics-Business 
Fullerton, California 
Angelica Sophie Klein 
Environmental Science 
Hong Kong, China 
**j Robert Alexander Tovar Kondo 
Interpretation of East Asia 
West Covina, California 
Selorm Eyram Kploanyi 
Business Administration 
Somerset, New Jersey 






San Francisco, California 
t Jerry Melik Kumjian 
Biology 
Whittier, California 
Kelsey Marissa Kwong 
Chemistry 
La Habra Heights, California 
Gabriel Francisco Lane 
Anthropology-Sociology 
New Canaan, Connecticut 
Sebastian Johannes Imanuel Latting 
Chinese 
Wolfenbuttel, Germany 
Victoria Marie Lavalette 
Political Science 
Buckeye, Arizona 
4: Katherine Lazo 
Child Development 
Hacienda Heights, California 
'4: Tammy Minh Le 
Chemistry 
San Gabriel, California 
4: Anita Minhee Lee 
Chinese 
Spanish 
Los Angeles, California 
*4: Daniel Lee 
Biochemistry 
Glendora, California 
Ernesto Alonso Leon 
Business Administration 
Whittier, California 
*4: Esther Elizabeth Leon 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier, California 
4: Guadalupe Leon 
Child Development 
Spanish 
Bell Gardens, California 
Kyle Ryan Leon 
Business Administration 
Diamond Bar, California 
Nicole Leon 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Downey, California 
Erica Elise Lespron 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier, California 
§ Cassandra Guadalupe Leyba 
Business Administration 
Whittier, California 
Olivia Quinn Likens 
Biochemistry 
Fullerton, California 
Nayely Mirella Limon 
Sociology 
Spanish 
San Pablo, California 
Jessica Mary Littlefield 
International Child Welfare & Advocacy 
San Diego, California 
* Rosemary Caldwell Llewellyn 
Social Work 
Los Angeles, California 
Robert Thomas Loakes 
Sociology 
La Canada, California 
Christian Jose Loera 
Business Administration 
Chula Vista, California 
Jonathan Douglas Logan 
Business Administration 
West Covina, California 
Nicholas Anthony Lopez 
Political Science 
Bakersfield, California 
April June Lotshaw 
English 
Seattle, Washington 
Juan Carlos Luna Diaz 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Los Angeles, California 
Joshua Andrew Magana 
Psychology 
Pico Rivera, California 
t Madeline Rose Malzhan 
History 
Art 
Crested Butte, Colorado 
Scott Adam Margiotta 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Walnut, California 
4: Joel Steven Mann 
English 
Glendora, California 
4: Aaron William Martin 
Child Development 
Santa Barbara, California 
Cody Michael Martinez 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier, California 
t Denise Martinez 
Anthropology-Sociology 
Los Angeles, California 
*=Cum Laude  *=Magna  Gum Laude ***=Summa  Gum Laude 
t=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=In Absentia 
Karla Nataly Martinez 
Psychology 
San Diego, California 
Nicole Marie Martinez 
Business Administration 
Villa Park, California 
t Nicole Martins-Boyte 
Art 
San Diego, California 
*1:  Ashling Sarveen Massoumi 
Economics 
Albany, California 
Kelsey Anne Masterton 
Psychology 




t Julianne Therese Mauk 
Kinesiology & Leisure Science 
Whittier, California 
Thomas Berhane Mehari 
Business Administration 
Washington, DC 
Scott Louis Mele 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Glendale, California 
4: Samantha Lynn Mellano 
Psychology 
Fullerton, California 
Bobbi Marie Mendoza 
Sociology 
Whittier, California 
** 4: Sabrina Mercado 
Philosophy 
Brooklyn, New York 
Vicki Mercado 
Biology 
Brooklyn, New York 
4: Angela Dree Millis 
Music 
London, England 
Callie Kostandina Mitchell 
Mathematics 
Bakersfield, California 
Maria Fernanda Molina 
Chinese 
La Habra, California 
t Karen Dehnny Montufar- Federico 
Sociology 
San Diego, California 
§ Alyssa Marie Morgan 
Biology 
Prescott, Arizona 
"'4: Kelsea K Moriarty 
Psychology 
Santa Cruz, California 
§ Ryne Scott Morrison 
Mathematics 
Glendora, California 
t Mauro Munguia 
Business Administration 
Lynwood, California 
Stefan James Munoz 
Economics 
Business Administration 
San Dimas, California 
t Erika Elise Murillo 
Business Administration 
Montebello, California 
Noor Hasan Mustafa 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Highland, California 
Jeffrey Omar Nadal 
Spanish 
Santa Fe Springs, California 






Kathryn Yuriko Nakamura 
Biology 
South Pasadena, California 
1' Gabriella Dannika Navales-Lugtu 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 






Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
**1:  Lauren Haley Nico 
English 
Spanish 
San Diego, California 
Russell Thomas Nighswonger 
Political Science 
Seal Beach, California 
Tyler Jeffrey Nollette 
Psychology 
San Jose, California 
t Erik Howard Nyce, Jr. 
English 
Bowie, Maryland 






William Patrick O'Malley 
Business Administration 
Gig Harbor, Washington 




Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 




Jennifer Christine Swanson 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier,California 
Carleigh Allison Orth 
Psychology 
San Diego, California 
1: Matthew Dominic Osherow 
Political Science 
Los Angeles, California  
Zachary Robert Ouderkerken 
Mathematics 
Fullerton, California 
Erica Danielle Padilla 
Political Science 
Chino Hills, California 
t Cohn Philip Pagnani 
Business Administration 
Greenwich, Connecticut 




Amy Denice Parada Landaverde 
Public Policy Responses to Social 
Inequality 
Redwood City, California 
Hayley Dominique Parker 
Social Work 
Redwood City, California 
t Courtney Ahn Partridge 
Art 
La Habra, California 




Alyssa Jordan Perez 
Environmental Science 
Los Angeles, California 
t Jacqueline Perez 
Biology 
Los Angeles, California 




Alexander Leroy Peterson 
Business Administration 
Fair Oaks, California 
Trevor Ikaika Phillips 
Business Administration 
La Habra, California 
=Cum Laude '=Magna Gum Laude **=Summa  Gum Laude 
=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=In Absentia 
Carlos Anthony Pina 
Economics 
Whittier, California 
j Melissa Rose Pinlac 
Child Development 
Granada Hills, California 
t Margaret Elena Popp 
Social Work 
Santa Barbara, California 
Daniel Francis Prevedel 
Business Administration 
Denver, Colorado 
j Kelci Kaulana Demi Quinabo 
Child Development 
Pearl City, Hawai'i 






Bell Gardens, California 
Vivian Ramirez 
English 
Long Beach, California 
t Travis Spencer Rawls 
Business Administration 
Los Angeles, California 
Willard Crull Reese, Jr. 
English 
Newport Beach, California 
Tiffany Amber Lynn Reyes 
Mathematics 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Kaylyn Mary Rhea 
Psychology 
Tacoma, Washington 
1 Bianca Marie Rhodes 
Child Development 
Los Altos, California 
Ryan Douglas Richardson 
Biology 
Redwood City, California 
Grant Charles Robinson 
Psychology 
Cupertino, California 
***f Rebecca Emily Robinson 
Child Development 
Sunnyvale, California 





Los Angeles, California 
Alexandria Raelani Rogers 
Psychology 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 
Cervon Helena-Claire Rogers 
English 
Berkeley, California 
1 Aracely Rojas-Garcia 
Environmental Science 
Chino Hills, California 
Diego Mauricio Romero 
Business Administration 




Bell Gardens, California 
Sarah Vanessa Romero 
Sociology 
Pico Rivera, California 
Laura Alexis Rosas 
Business Administration 
South El Monte, California 
Patrick David Rubalcava, IV 
Economics 
Montebello, California 
Nicole Catherine Ruffino 
Psychology 
Henderson, Nevada 




Brian Patrick Russell 
Chemistry 
Torrance, California 
Morgan Elizabeth Sabala 
Engineering 3-2 
Physics 
San Diego, California 
Eugene K. Saitoh 
Biology 
Houston, Texas 
t Emma Maki Sakuda 
Child Development 
Whittier, California 
t Kenia Stefani Saldana 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Los Angeles, California 
Heather Nicole Salisbury 
Business Administration 
Anaheim, California 
Noah Andrew Salvi 
Business Administration 
San Jose, California 
j: Alex Michelle Sanchez 
Theatre & Communications Arts 
Whittier,California 
*** Elizabeth Maria Sanchez 
English 
French 
San Gabriel, California 
Jacob Edward Sanchez 
Psychology 
Hacienda Heights, California 
***t ** Julie Anne Sanchez 
French 
History 
San Gabriel, California 
Robert M. Santoyo Ill 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier, California 
Alexandria Gertrude Schammel 
Music 
Rancho Cucamonga, California 






*Christopher  Hiroshi Sekiguchi 
Business Administration 
Aiea, Hawai'i 
Amy Nicole Sepersky 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Scottsdale, Arizona 




* Emily Nguyen Shimamoto 
Biology 




t Madison Kylie Shipherd 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier, California 
Brooke Allison Showalter 
Art 
Anaheim, California 
''4 Jennica Rae Alvarez Simbol 
Political Science 
Norwalk, California 
Arika Melek Skoog 
Business Administration 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
j Gage Luciano Smith 
Anthropology-Sociology 
Hemet, California 
Janet Lafky Sojka 
Psychology 
Springfield, Virginia 
"t Frida Maria Soria 
History 
Spanish 
South El Monte, California 
§ Marielena Sosa 
Social Work 
Los Angeles, California 
4 Helene Sparangis 
English 
Downey, California 
*=Cum Laude **=Magna Gum Laude *=Summa Gum Laude 
t=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=In Absentia 
James Brodie Speed 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Lancaster, California 
James Degan Stafford 
Chemistry ACS Certification 
San Diego, California 
4: Justice Danielle Stanley 
Business Administration 
Livermore, California 
Madyson Quinn Statley 
Child Development 
Newhall, California 
*4: Kelly Takako Stinefelt 
Global & Cultural Studies 
Mililani, Hawai'i 
Timothy Ray St. Marie 
History 
Mill Creek, Washington 
Clarice Irene Stout 
Child Development 
Whittier, California 
Brittany V. Swearingen 
Psychology 
Irvine, California 
Jeremy Michael Talavera 
Theatre & Communications Arts 
Sociology 
La Habra, California 








t Ronald Francis-Evans Tolson 
Political Science 
Arlington, Virginia 
t Jose Luis Torres 
Business Administration 
Whittier, California 
Joseph Alonso Tortolani 
Business Administration 
Castro, California 
Christina Elizabeth Tractenberg 
Art 
Los Angeles, California 
**4: Tiffany Mariko Tin Sau Tsui 
Child Development 
Aiea, Hawai'i 
Shannon Aiko Rose Tsumaki 
Sociology 
Rancho Palos Verdes, California 
Dana Nobuko-Arakaki Tsuruda 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Aiea, Hawai'i 
''4: Jaimis Rebecca Ulrich 
Anthropology-Sociology 
Whittier, California 
William Reid Urban 
English 
San Carlos, California 
Malia Akiko Valdivieso 
Child Development 
Chula Vista, California 
Derek Cohn Valdo Jr. 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Sociology 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
t Anabel Isabela Valdovinos 
Psychology 
Upland, California 
t Ariana Nikhol Vareha 
Psychology 
Los Angeles, California 
Brittnie Lauren Vargas 
History 
Political Science 
Pico Rivera, California 
t Julio Cesar Vargas 
English 
Whittier, California 
Carlos Pánfilo Vazquez 
Business Administration 
Spanish 
Boyle Heights, California 






South Gate, California 
Jannina Marie Vicent 
Psychology 
Rosemead, California 
t Kevin Villagran 
Business Administration 
Los Angeles, California 
t Candace Marie Villalpando 
Child Development 
West Covina, California 
Doug Minh Vong 
Business Administration 
Rosemead, California 
Dallas Jonathan Voyce 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Reno, Nevada 
Chad Kuni Wakabayashi 
Psychology 
Kaneone, Hawaii 
Brittney Christine Walker 
Psychology 
Whittier, California 
**Jessica  Marie Webster 
Business Administration 
Altadena, California 




Benay Ila Weintraub 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Memphis, Tennessee 
t Cory Stephen Wentz-Baccus 
History 
Whittier, California 
Jonathan Louis Whipple 
Business Administration 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Brice Dotson Williams 
Political Science 
Los Angeles, California 
'I Samantha Elizabeth Woehl 
Narratology 
Novato, California 
Kaylyn Cheyenne Wold 
English 
Aspen, Colorado 










Desiree Raylene Yanez 
Sociology 




Stephen Joseph Zavala 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Whittier, California 
j Leah Michele Zawalnicki 
Business Administration 
French 
San Diego, California 
j Noah Zeko 
English 
La Habra Heights, California 
j Andreina Zepeda 
Child Development 
Spanish 
Bell Gardens, California 
Matthew Benjamin Zolkiewicz-
Lawrence 
Kinesiology & Nutrition Science 
Berkeley, California 
*=Cum  Laude **Magna  Cum Laude ***=Summa  Cum Laude 
t=Academic Disctinction in the Major t=Anticipated Graduation §=In Absentia 
I 
Charles S. Adams, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Lisa M. Aguirre, M.S.W. 
Social Work 
Alvin Alejandrino, Ph.D. 
Biology 
John Bak, M.F.A. 
Theatre and Communication Arts 
Kathy Barlow, Ph.D. 
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science 
Tony D. Barnstone, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Christina Anne Bauer, Ph.D. 
Chemistry 
Priscilla B. Bell, Ph.D. 
Chemistry 
Frederic A. Bergerson, Ph.D. 
Political Science 
Kenneth Berthel, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
David Bourgaize, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Donald W. Bremme, Ed.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Jonathan Burton, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Lorinda B. Camparo, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Jason Carbine, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies 
Rosemary Carbine, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies 
Michelle Chihara, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Marie-Magdeleine Chirol, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Joseph R. Cohen, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Julie Collins-Dogrul, Ph.D. 
Sociology 
Anne Cong-Huyen, Ph.D. 
Digital Liberal Arts 
Stephen Cook, D.M.A. 
Music 
Zaida Cordero-Maclntyre, Ph.D. 
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science 
Veselka Danova, M.S. 
Mathematics 
Sandy de Lissovoy, M.F.A. 
Art and Art History 
Jeffrey N. Decker, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
Teresa DelfIn, Ph.D. 
Anthropology 
Daniel Duran, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
Charles L. Eastman, M.A. 
College Writing Program 
Regina Faradineh, M.S. 
Mathematics 
Tessa R. Farmer, Ph.D. 
Anthropology 
Jessica Federman, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
Cinzia Fissore, Ph.D. 
Biology and Environmental Science 
Jennifer Holmes, Ph.D. 
Theatre and Communication Arts 
Erica A. Fradinger, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Wendy A. Furman-Adams, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Gustavo 0. Geirola, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Gilberto Gonzalez, M.F.A. 
Theatre and Communication Arts 
Sonia Gonzlez, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Susan Gotsch, Ph.D. 
Sociology 
Brian J. Gross, Ph.D. 
Economics 
Jeffrey Gunn, M.A., M.S. 
Sociology and Environmental Studies 
Joanne Hash, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Irfana Hashmi, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies 
Lizardo Herrera, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Jenny Herrick, M.F.A. 
Art and Art History 
David W. Hewitt, Ph.D. 
Economics 
Ann Hickey '99, Ph.D. 
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science 
Charles T. Hill, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Melanie Householder, ADN 
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science 
David P. Hunt, Ph.D. 
Philosophy 
Devin S. limoto, Ph.D. 
Chemistry 
Ralph lsovitsch, Ph.D. 
Chemistry 
David [yam, Ph.D. 
Anthropology 
Danny Jauregui, M.F.A. 
Art and Art History 
Sal Johnston, Ph.D. 
Sociology 
Ann Kakaliouras, Ph.D. 
Anthropology 
Joyce P. Kaufman, Ph.D. 
Political Science 
Paul Kjellberg, Ph.D. 
Philosophy 
Mark R. Kozek, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
William Kronholm, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
Seamus Lagan, Ph.D. 
Physics 
Horng-Yi Lee, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Teresa LeVelle, D.M. 
Music 
Eric Lindgren, Ph.D. 	 Doreen M. O'Connor-Gomez, Ph.D. 
Political Science 
	
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Danilo Lozano, M.A. 
Music 
Jeffrey C. Lutgen, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
Robert B. Marks, Ph.D. 
History 
Damien Martin, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
David Mbora, Ph.D. 
Biology and Environmental Science 
Michael J. McBride, Ph.D. 
Political Science 
Laura M. McEnaney, Ph.D. 
History 
Jean McHatton, M.A. 
Education and Child Development 
Sean Morris, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Amy Moskun, Ph.D. 
Chemistry and 
Environmental Science 
David J. Muller, M.M. 
Music 
John H. Neu, Ph.D. 
Political Science 
Lana Nino, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
Deborah Norden, Ph.D. 
Political Science 
Nora Obregon, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development  
Ria M. O'Foghludha, Ph.D. 
Art and Art History 
Kayoko Okada, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
José Orozco, Ph.D. 
History 
José Ortega, Ph.D. 
History 
Kate Osei-Boadi, Ph.D. 
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science 
Rebecca Overmyer-Velázquez, Ph.D. 
Sociology 
David Paddy, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Fred E. Park, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
Glenn Piner, Ph.D. 
Physics and Astronomy 
Joseph L. Price, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies 
Paula R. Radisich, Ph.D. 
Art and Art History 
Fatos Radoniqi '06, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
Kathleen S. Ralph, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Brian A. Reed, M.F.A. 
Theatre and Communication Arts 
Andrea Rehn, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Adrian Riskin, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
Brock R. Russell, Ph.D. 
Physics and Astronomy 
Elizabeth Sage, Ph.D. 
History 
Kay Sanders, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Christina Scott, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Anne Sebanc, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Ayesha Shaikh, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Paula M. Sheridan, Ph.D. 
Social Work 
David Sloan, M.F.A. 
Art and Art History 
Kristen Smirnov, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
R. Fritz Smith, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
Ashkan Soltani, M.F.A. 
Film Studies 
Ivannia Soto-Hinman, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Shannon Stanton, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Lauren Swanson, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Cheryl C. Swift, Ph.D. 
Biology and Environmental Science 
Michelle Switzer, Ph.D. 
Philosophy 
Tess Taylor, M.A., M.F.A. 
English 
Hector F. Valenzuela, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Patricia A. Van Oosbree, Ph.D. 
Kinesiology and Nutrition Science 
Sylvia Vetrone '99, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Judith T. Wagner, Ph.D. 
Education and Child Development 
Andrew Wallis, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Roger White, Ph.D. 
Economics 
Natale Zappia, Ph.D. 
History 
Serkan Zorba, Ph.D. 
Physics and Astronomy 
LIBRARIANS 
Laurel Crump, M.L.S. 
Joseph F. Dmohowski, M.S.L.S. 
Michael Garabedian '98, M.L.I.S. 
John Jackson, M.L.I.S. 
Becky Ruud, M.L.I.S. 
Nick Velkavrh, M.L.I.S. 
Richard Archer, Ph.D. 
History 
Maurine Behrens, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Donald H. Breese, Ph.D. 
History 
Irene Carlyle, M.A. 
Speech Pathology and Audiology 
Rafael Chabrán, Ph.D. 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
Richard Cheatham '68, Ph.D. 
Theatre and Communication Arts 
John Dean, Ed.D. 
Education 
Thelma Eaton, D.S.W. 
Social Work 
Joseph Fairbanks, Ph.D. 
History 
Ann Farmer, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Abi Fattahi, Ph.D. 
Mathematics 
William Geiger '62, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature 
Stephen R. Goldberg, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Marilyn Gottschall, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies 
Stephen Gothold '63, D.M.A. 
Music 
Warren A. Hanson, Ph.D. 
Biology 
Leslie Howard '62, Ph.D. 
Sociology 
Anne Kiley, Ph.D. 
English Language and Literature  
Charles R. Lame, Ph.D. 
Business Administration 
Amy Mass, D.S.W. 
Social Work 
Eugene Mills, Ph.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
Psychology 
President (1979-1989) 
Frances Nobert, D.M.A. 
Music 
Philip O'Brien '61, Ph.D. 
College Librarian 
Orpha Ochse, Ph.D. 
Music 
Lucy O'Connor, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
Emelie Olson, Ph.D. 
Anthropology 
Stephen Overturf, Ph.D. 
Economics 
Charles Reeg, Ph.D. 
Chemistry 
Robert Speier, B.M.F.A. 
Art 
Ann Topjon, M.S.L.S. 
Library 
Mary Ellen Vick, M.S.L.S. 
Library 
David B. Volckmann, Ph.D. 
Psychology 
William Wadsworth, Ph.D. 
Geology 
Gregory R. Woirol, Ph.D. 
Economics 
Glenn Yocum, Ph.D. 
Religious Studies 
WHITTIER COLLEGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES & 
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
Alan H. Lund '71 
Chairman 
Vincent J. Daigneault '85 
Treasurer 
Kate K. Wiley P1 1 
Secretary 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
Fred Anderson '66 
Berry Blechman P14 
James M. Brown '71 
Christopher G. Caldwell P13, '15 
Janet Cauff man 
Peter E. Feinberg '82 
Raymond "Buck" Ferguson '67 
Jennifer L. Fuller '82, P16 
Richard I. Gilchrist '68, P06, '07 
Barbara (Ondrasik) Groce '57 
Carey (Baker) Halio '95 
Yukiyasu Hayashi PlO 
Edwin Y. Keh '79, P'll, '15 
Maggie Koong, L.H.D. '14 
Christopher l. Martin '94 
James E. Mitchell '62 
James R. Parks 
Richard S. Ruben 
Marvin Suomi 
Steven Weston '83 
Donald E. Wood, L.H.D. '98 
Nancy Woodward P13 
Robert Zemsky '62 
ALUMNI TRUSTEES 
John K. Fitzgerald, J.D. '93 
Kathleen L. Kane '71 
Elizabeth Y. Kay-Im '89 
Misty M. Sanford '00 
TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Richard H. Deihl '49, D.B.A. '84 
Rayburn S. Dezember, Sr. '53, 
L.H.D. '94, P'78, '86, '94 
Alfred J. Gobar '53, M.A. '55, 
L.H.D. '05, P'88, '96 
Willard V Harris, Jr. '55, L.H.D. '02, 
P80, '87 
Caroline (Patterson) Ireland '43 
Sharon W. McLaughlin 
P'85, '88, '90 
R. Chandler Meyers, LL.D. '88 
Hubert C. Perry '35 
Anthony R. Pierno '54, L.H.D. '00 
P'84 
Ruth B. Shannon, L.H.D. '92 
Elden L. Smith '62 
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION 
Sharon D. Herzberger 
President 
Charlotte G. Borst 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
& Dean of Faculty 
Penelope Bryan 
Vice President & Dean of 
Whittier Law School 
Robert J. Coleman 
Special Assistant to the President 
& Executive Director of Athletics 
Steve Delgado 
Vice President for Advancement 
James Dunkelman 
Vice President for Finance & 
Administration 
Joel Perez 
Vice President & Dean of Students 
Fred R. Pfursich 
Vice President for Enrollment 
HISTORY OF WHITTIER COLLEGE 
Whittier College, founded in 1887, was named for the Quaker 
abolitionist poet John Greenleaf Whittier. Since that time, the 
institution has grown into a distinctive, national liberal arts college 
and law school. It serves a diverse student population with unique, 
widely praised curricula. The College campus provides an intimate 
environment in which about 1,700 students live and study with 
more than 100 distinguished faculty. Like other excellent liberal arts 
colleges, Whittier encourages students to become broadly educated 
rather than merely trained for a specific career. It emphasizes small, 
interactive classes led by full-time faculty members and requires that 
students cultivate the analytical, critical, and rhetorical skills that all 
liberally educated persons enjoy. 
Although the College has maintained no formal affiliation with the 
Religious Society of Friends since the 1940s, the social values of its 
Quaker heritage - respect for the individual, freedom of conscience, 
integrity, justice, and internationalism - strongly influence its ethos. 
From the beginning, the same egalitarian views that placed Quakers 
in the forefront of the battle to abolish slavery dictated that the 
College open its doors to persons of both sexes as well as all races 
and nations. Today, the College is a cosmopolitan vanguard of 218t 
century society with more than 50 percent of its undergraduates, and 
three of its four Rhodes Scholars, from underrepresented ethnic and 
international groups. This cultural diversity profoundly strengthens 
intellectual discourse and provides a realistic exposure to the kind 
of world students will enter upon graduation. Students and faculty 
continue a long tradition of community service, echoing the Quaker 
conviction that helping others is a moral obligation. International study 
opportunities enrich every field and major, reflecting the Quaker idea 
that truth transcends the boundaries of race, culture, and nation. 
The Whittier Law School, located on a separate campus in Costa 
Mesa, was founded in 1977 and accredited by the American Bar 
Association in 1985. The School extends Whittier's educational 
values to the study of law, which is the professional discipline most 
closely related to the liberal arts. Here, some 500 students prepare 
for legal careers through a curriculum that emphasizes social service, 
conflict resolution, international jurisprudence, and professional 
ethics, which mirrors the historic values of the College. Cooperative 
educational activities, interdisciplinary colloquia, and a pedagogical 
commitment to small classes further connect the College and Law 
School, producing synergies that benefit students on both campuses, 
particularly in the areas of philosophy, history, child development, 
social work, economics, political science, and international studies. 
ACADEMIC REGALIA 
The history of academic costume and ceremony dates from 12th and 
13th century Europe and the medieval universities of Bologna, Paris, 
Oxford, and Cambridge. Originally, the university was an association of 
"masters of arts" and the degree was the step taken to become a full 
member. The new master was admitted to begin teaching; the word 
"commencement" described that rite of passage. 
The most common articles of daily attire then were long flowing 
gowns and cloaks, with hoods attached for headwear; subsequently, 
hats became prominent. In England, details of scholars' apparel and 
occasions for use were strictly prescribed by university statutes. 
The origin of the Oxford "mortarboard" cap is a mystery. It may well 
have evolved from forcing the rather square-shaped, outdoor biretta 
over the close-fitting, indoor skull cap commonly worn by university 
scholars in medieval times. 
American academic regalia is an inheritance primarily from Britain. The 
1895 Intercollegiate Code provides the fundamental regulation. Gowns 
for all three degree levels are basic black and similar in shape, although 
sleeve patterns differ. Doctoral gowns are faced with velvet, with three 
bars per sleeve. The black mortarboard cap is common to all degrees. 
The hood is the most distinctive feature of academic dress. The color 
and style distinguish degree level, college or university, and discipline, 
although proliferation of fields and institutions does not always allow 
easy identification. Hoods are all black, and they become longer and 
wider with more advanced degrees. All are lined inside with silk in the 
academic colors of the institution that conferred the degree. 
The outer velvet trim on the hood, which becomes broader with the 
higher degrees, indicates the academic discipline. The white border 
for arts and letters emanates from the fur trim of the Oxford and 
Cambridge bachelor of arts degree. Red is the traditional color of 
the Church, and scarlet indicates theology. The royal purple of King's 
Court signifies the law. Green, the color of medicinal herbs, stands for 
medicine. Golden yellow indicates science, for through research untold 
wealth has been given to the world. Oxford pink indicates music. 
Russet brown for forestry is a tribute to the old-time dress of English 
foresters. Blue, the color of wisdom and truth, represents philosophy 
and is used on the trim for most academics who hold the doctor of 
philosophy degree, regardless of which discipline they studied in the 
arts and sciences. 
THE MACE 
During the Middle Ages, the mace was carried into battle by 
churchmen who were forbidden by church law to bear edged weapons. 
The mace was later carried before the king by his bodyguard and 
eventually became the symbol of authority. A mace is now commonly 






Founded by Quakers in 1887, Whittier College is an independent, four-year 
college offering a traditional liberal arts program integrated with both 
professional and pre-professional courses of study. With an emphasis on 
diversity, community, and curricular innovation, the College's primary mission is 
to endow students with the education, skills, and values appropriate for global 
leadership and service. 
